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Guatemalans embrace Faith Stories Project

by Jennifer  alman Kepler

I June 2007, Shannon Woolley and

Jennifer  alman Kepler went on
LFLs third trip to Gua-
temala as part of LFLs
ongoing Faith Stories
Project.

In 2005 and 2006, the

rst years of the pro-
ject, Guatemalan wo-
men created original 40
minute plays based on
their own experiences.
ey were moved by
the sense of community they experienced
in the workshops and the strength they
felt while sharing stories in artistic ways.

In hopes of giving a similar experience
to the women of their communities,
the Guatemalan participants asked that
this years two-week LFL visit focus on
training women to lead their own work-
shops. LFL hosted two retreats, gathering
women who had been through the work-
shops in previous years, and training
them with an original Spanish workshop
leader s manual.

e biggest success of this years trip
lies in the ownership that the women in
Guatemala feel for this project. During
LFLs visit, women were able to articulate
what the Faith Stories Project means
to them and share their hopes for the
projects future.

Honoring the participants request, LFL
will return to Guatemala in July 2008 to
help the women create and rehearse an
original play that they will perform at the
National Presbyterian Womens conven-
tion. iswill be their rst ever-public
performance. LFL artists will also provide
support for the participants as they lead

Woman in Guatemala

Faith Stories workshops for the rst time
with convention attendees.

LFL continues to be
inspired by the courage
of our Guatemalan
colleagues. As they tire-
lessly confront obsta-
cles as women, we hope
to provide them sup-
port and tools to move
ahead in that struggle
for years to come.

To learn more about
this project and watch short videos visit
www.myspace.com/lookingforlilith. «¢~

Strangers / Extranjeras
by Charity  ompson

his fall we are proud to present

four readings of our newest script,
Strangers/Extranjeras, in both the Wash-
ington, D.C., area and Louisville.

is cross-cultural two-woman show
presents a powerful friendship between
two very di erent young women a Ma-
yan Indian from remote Guatemala and
an academic, optimistic volunteer from
the U.S. suburbs.

e script was inspired by the experi-
ences of Jennifer  alman, LFLs Com-
munity Outreach Director in Arlington,
VA; and Charity  ompson, a new LFL
member in Portland, OR. Jennifer and
Charity spent a year as volunteers in
Guatemala, where women, especially the
Maya, are 0 en denied liberties like edu-
cation, work outside the home, honest
friendship and emotional expression.

A er three years of processing ideas
and materials for the project, Jennifer
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and Charity are thrilled to debut their
script in front of public audiences.  ere
will be a Q&A session at the end of each
reading, and feedback from those ses-
sions will be used as the scriptis nalized
for staged productions in 2008.

I m excited about this show because
its so important to me personally, but
also because it has become a powerful
and enjoyable piece of theatre, Char-
ity says. e story and characters have
taken on a life of their own. &~

READING DATES!

Washington DC area:

St. Mark Presbyterian Church

10701 Old Georgetown Rd. Rockville, MD
7:30p.m., October 27 & 28

Wesley  eological Seminary
Kresge Building, Elderdice Room

4500 Massachusetts Ave., DC NW
5:00p.m., October 29

Louisville, KY:

St. William Church

1226 W Oak St., Louisville, KY
7:30p.m., Nov. 2 & 2:00p.m., Nov. 4

Suggested donations of $5-10 per person
will fund LFLs Guatemala based work. For
more information call 502-638-2559 or visit
www.lookingforlilith.org.
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